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Buckstone Primary School 

Respectful, Resourceful, Reflective, Responsible, Resilient. 

 

 

Outdoor Policy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Learning 

Introduction 

This policy is aimed at developing outdoor education for all of the children in 
our school. Currently the age range is from three and four year olds in our 
nursery class to children aged eleven and twelve in our P7 class. Our school 
grounds provide a variety of different activities, terrains and habitats already 
but we hope to develop these further to support this agenda. Overall our 
approach is one that tries to focus on how we can meet children‛s learning 
needs outdoors.  
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Rationale and aims 

We believe that the outdoor learning environment has much to offer 
children. It can provide relevant, engaging experiences which support 
learning in all areas of the curriculum. These can take the form of 
using existing outdoor play, transferring activities normally carried 
out indoors, school garden projects, environmental education, or off-
site visits. Primary staff use the playground environment to provide 
positive opportunities for active learning. The outside environment 
can promote a variety of skills, enquiry, problem solving, 
communication, co-operation, creativity and evaluation. We seek to 
offer outdoor experiences that allow children to: 

• Find space to be alone or interact in social groups of different 
sizes 

• Plan, build, evaluate and sometimes demolish 

• Find similarities and differences, observe and classify 

• Be energetic, adventurous and assess risk 

• Make marks, use large scale media, be messy 

• Plant, grow and harvest 

• Hide, explore and discover 

• Investigate, make predictions, and test theories 

• Imagine, pretend and reflect 

• Measure, locate, transport and record 
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CORE RESOURCES 

We aim to build a range of resources, many of these exist within 
school already. 

 

ACTIVITIES 

A number of suggested activities suitable for each age group are 
available on our shared server and in the resources room. 

 

TIMETABLING ARRANGEMENTS 

Class trips will be organised and timetabled by the class teachers. 

Our playground should be used as often as possible. There will be a 
verbal agreement among staff considering timetabling of classes. This 
ensures space can be utilised to enhance the children’s learning 
experiences. 

 

LEARNING AND TEACHING 

Teachers should ensure that Outdoor Learning is an essential part of 
every child’s curricular experience. Curriculum for Excellence offers 
opportunities for children to enjoy experiences outdoors, whether 
within the school grounds, in urban green spaces, in Scotland’s 
countryside or in wilder environments. 

Teachers at Buckstone Primary plan experiences that inspire passion 
and motivate our children so they become successful learners and 
develop as healthy, confident, enterprising and responsible citizens. 
When planning outdoor lessons teachers will consider the core values 
of Curriculum for Excellence and echo the key concepts of outdoor 
learning: challenge, enjoyment, relevance, depth, development of the 
whole person and an adventurous approach to learning. Activities will 
be planned according to different levels of children’s skills and 
previous knowledge.  
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Teachers should ensure that the purpose of the learning is clear, 
learning goals and targets are agreed, and pupils are involved in the 
planning and management of their learning to allow for 
personalisation and choice within a framework of progression and 
depth. Learning will maintain an element of challenge and pupils will 
be involved in active learning. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Good practice in assessing outdoor learning is no different from 
assessment elsewhere in school. Where possible, activities should 
allow children to demonstrate “performance of understanding” i.e. 
they should be given tasks that show they can use what they have 
learned to: 

• Generalise 

• Give explanations 

• Make predictions 

• Evaluate 

• Find examples 

• Find solutions 

• List strategies. 

Assessment may be teacher lead, peer or self-assessment. Most 
importantly it should be applied to determine next steps. 

 

Parents 

Parents will be notified of activities that involve off-site visits. EE2 
forms apply to those in the immediate vicinity of the school but 
permission slips will be issued for all other visits. 
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Health and safety 

All activities should underline for a risk assessment. However, only 
activities not normally undertaken in school should proceed to full 
risk assessment. Off site visits and any activity involving ponds, 
pools etc. must have an approved risk assessment before the activity 
goes ahead. 

 

Weather 

Scotland weather is nothing if not changeable. Children are regularly 
advised to bring coats to allow them to go outdoors. Decisions to 
work outdoors should be decided on the given day.  

 

Equality and inclusion 

We endeavour to ensure that all children whatever their abilities are 
able to play and explore outdoors within the school grounds and 
further afield.  

 

Monitoring and review 

The policies and practices outlined in this document will be reviewed 
every three years. Normal mechanisms of school self-evaluation will 
be used to assess the provision, record performance and identify 
areas for improvement. 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT AND CPD 

Staff development needs will be identified through the Professional 
Review and Development process. This is integrated with the school 
improvement planning process.  

This policy will be reviewed every 2 years. 


