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Modern Language Mission Statement  

“Learning other languages enables children and young people to 
make connections with different people and their cultures and 
to play a fuller part as global citizens. Learning through the 
languages area of the curriculum enables children and young 
people to develop their ability to communicate their thoughts 
and feelings and respond to those of other people.” 1 

                    Building the Curriculum 1: Modern Languages CfE 

This policy is based on the recommendation of Curriculum for 
Excellence Practices and Principles for Modern Languages. 

 
Aims 
 
The study of a modern language will facilitate the: 

• Development of communication skills; listening, talking, 
reading and writing which are key to learning and life. 

• Understanding of how a language works and how it can 
be used well to communicate ideas, thoughts and feelings. 

• Development of knowledge and understanding of other 
cultures. 

• Development of pupils’  “communicative competence” to 
facilitate real-life and purposeful dialogue throughout 
their lives. Building the curriculum 1: Modern Languages CfE 

 
At Buckstone we aim to do this by: 
 

• Providing every child with the opportunity to learn and 
experience a modern language in primary 6 and 7 
(French/German). 

• Giving half of all learners an opportunity to study French 
from primary 6 and the other half German in connection 
with Boroughmuir High School’s Modern Language Policy. 
(See attached) 

• Planning, teaching and assessing a wide and rich range of 
learning activities to develop listening, talking, reading 
and writing skills. 

• Making links across the curriculum to apply knowledge in 
different contexts. (Interdisciplinary plans) 

• Developing pupil confidence by selecting and evidencing 
learning in a personal learning plan. 

• Ensuring all primary 6-7 pupils are following the cluster 
modern language programme of study at second level to 
enable a positive transition into secondary school.  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  



	   	   	  
	  

 
 
Learning and Teaching 
 
We have a programme of study for teaching both French and 
German in primary 6 and 7 to ensure progression between 
stages. The modern language plan includes the topic focus, 
learning intentions, success criteria, skills progression and 
activities. This allows for coverage and progression of 
vocabulary and opportunities for pupils to apply their learning 
in different contexts. The topics have been drawn up in 
consultation with Boroughmuir High School. 
 
Buckstone promotes activities in modern languages that are 
enjoyable, active and meaningful to pupils life long learning. 
Pupil engagement is facilitated by using activities such as 
revision challenges, games, songs, rhymes and ICT. Encouraging 
a positive classroom ethos will encourage pupils to ‘have a go’ 
at recalling/answering/asking questions using key vocabulary 
which will build pupil self-esteem and confidence. 
 
Pupils will consolidate vocabulary, with regular repetition and 
participation in group and cooperative learning team challenges. 
As pupils move through the primary programme, they will read 
simple phrases and be introduced to simple written activities. 
Activities will be differentiated accordingly. The emphasis will 
always be on teaching enjoyable, engaging lessons where all 
pupils have the opportunity to listen, speak, read and write in 
the foreign language and to make connections between their 
own and target language. 
 
Planning  
 
Planning for a modern language will be completed with all key 
modern language teachers to ensure consistency. Involving 
pupils in the planning process, will ensure they are building on 
previous learning and providing opportunities for creativity. 
Learning will be documented in weekly plans and targets set in 
pupil Personal Learning Plans. This will ensure pupils have the 
opportunity to select and evidence their own learning. The 
modern language teacher will also highlight (with the term 
colour) and date the topic progression grid to record learning 
and skills covered. 
 
 



	   	   	  
	  

 
Assessment and Recording 
 
Formative assessment strategies are used to assess learning, for 
example, self and peer assessment, target setting, traffic 
lights, oral feedback. Teachers will assess learning by using 
the ‘Say, Write, Make, Do’ structure to ensure a variety of 
evidence is collected. This allows for pupils sharing previous 
learning and building on next steps. The teacher will provide 
positive and constructive feedback. A self assessment sheet will 
also be completed throughout pupils’ learning journeys from 
primary 6 to 7. Evidence will also be filed into each pupil’s 
personal learning plan (PLP) to record progress linked to the 
targets for the term. The teacher will report on progress once 
a year in the PLP. 
 
 
Resources 
 
A variety of resources are used to support the teaching of 
modern languages in Buckstone Primary School. Using active 
learning strategies, games, ICT and outdoor learning, ensures 
pupils are applying their learning in various situations. Power 
Point presentations from Edinburgh City Council MLPS course are 
utilised to ensure key vocabulary and skills are being taught 
across each stage. Linguascope is used in connection with the 
Secondary School.  
 
Allocation of Time 
 
Each class is allocated 45 minutes of modern language teaching 
each week from September to May.  
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
The cluster modern language working party has a commitment 
to meet regularly to maintain the development and progression 
of the modern language programme across second level in 
cluster schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	   	   	  
	  

 

Boroughmuir Cluster Modern 
Languages Policy 
  

As a Cluster we are committed to promoting the 
entitlement of all learners to an education in foreign 
languages. Our cluster policy has been implemented since 
2000 and emphasizes continuity and progression between 
primary and secondary school. 

The current Cluster arrangement is based on half of all 
learners studying German while the other half, study 
French, from P6 until the end of S4. This system enables 
us to meet the needs of the majority of our learners and 
reflects the most effective use of resources available 
within the Cluster. French and German remain the most 
popular languages of choice with employers. 

During primary transition continuity in the language 
studied from P7 into S1 is a Cluster priority. Requests for 
change are unlikely to be met by the High School and in 
any event we must await the definitive list from the City 
before we can respond to these. 

As a cluster we believe that the Modern Language Policy 
enables us to most effectively promote foreign languages 
education and we will monitor and review this on an ongoing 
basis. 


